Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday January 26th at 7pm
Attendees	Parish Councillors 		 	N Aitkens – NA (chair)
L Smith - LS
							T. Smith - TS
							A Walsh – AW 
							G Merrett – GM
Members of the Public 				John Richmond - JR
							Jill Harper - JH
							Ian Stoddart - IS
							Andy Morris - AM
							Louise Wilson - LW
							Adrian Wilson - AW
							Will Howe - WH
							Mark Gaywood - MG
							Tom Hobbs - TH
		Clerk 			  		D Rix – DR
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	Apologies for Absence
Cllrs Stanley Durrant and Garry Corcoran
Declarations of Interest
None
Public Forum 
Cllr NA invited parishioners to comment on other issues other than planning. None.
Planning Applications 
DC/21/2320/FUL – Suffolk Timber Supplies
Cllr. NA explained that there would be an opportunity for the PC to decide on this at our next parish council meeting on Feb 9th as the consultation period has been extended until Feb 10th. 
Mr Gaywood made clear that he was not the applicant but a director of the company that is the applicant and declined Cllr NA’s invitation to speak first, preferring to make comments after discussion.
Dr Andy Morris had been in touch with West Suffolk Council since the summer of last year because his impression during lockdown was that there was an opportunistic move by Pattles Grove Stud to put in place a change of use from agricultural to industrial land without seeking any planning permission. This, he said, was acknowledged and admitted by the contact he had at the planning office at West Suffolk Council. 
While he had experienced enormous planning bureaucracy to repair his listed home, Suffolk Timber Supplies managed to carry out developments without any regard for administrative obstacles whatsoever, which smacked of an opportunistic strike and showed a total disregard for the law. 
With prevailing SW winds, noise from the sawmill which, he said, ran 8am-5pm every weekday, some weekends and on August bank holiday last year, was significant  and adversely impacted his enjoyment of the garden. High pitched beeps from lorries reversing were intolerable and his complaints to WS Council appeared to have been disregarded. 
The increase in traffic in Chedburgh Road had been significant and a speed restriction request to 30mph had been refused. The road’s verges had been ruined and there were numerous potholes. Road signs for the timber business had been erected on the verges while the PC were telling other residents that these were not allowed. 
Dr Morris’s biggest complaint was the precedent that had been set, that Suffolk Timber Supplies has been allowed to get away with this. It had been two years now - a long time retrospective - and he suspected that the planning application had been deliberately delayed. 
Dr Morris had been told that the only step left for him was to carry out his own noise survey, which he considered completely impractical and missed the whole point. 
Cllr NA said the PC had been aware for some time of the change of use and had been in close contact with West Suffolk councillors for years. The PC had been astonished by the length of time it had taken for an application to come forward. 
He said there had been a great deal of development - principally in the setting up of a stud - and many had been disappointed that it did not appear to have been given the chance to flourish. 
Cllr TS said the business was a complete fish out of water. The location on a narrow country road adjacent to the A143 made access difficult, especially for those vehicles that approach STS through the village. He said an industrial development of this kind in the middle of agricultural land was entirely without foundation and should not receive endorsement. 
Having spent most of his life in the equestrian world, Cllr GM said the application was riddled with false claims and inaccuracies. Calling it a stud with a minor extension into a wood yard was laughable. The ‘modest enlargement’ he said was actually over 100% bigger. 
Claims that wood cutting machinery was switched on just now and again was also wrong as villagers described it as being on and off all day. The quoted minor generation of extra traffic on a little used road was also inaccurate. If it was as little as STS claimed he said it would not support a business of this size. Cllr GM said Chedburgh Road was already too busy for the size of the road.
To claim a stud was still being run there when there were only 3 horse boxes and the lunge ring and horse walker were right next to the saw mill was completely farcical. He added that the application’s claim that they were doing little prep work for people when their website claims the contrary was also false. He said to describe the move as a ‘partial change of use’ was a complete red herring. 
Cllr. LS was concerned by the dangers large lorries going up and down OSR posed and was staggered that a business of this size should be allowed to operate in a village environment. Similarly, Cllr AW had experienced an articulated lorry looking for STS at the junction of Rede Road and Old School Road and said the lane simply couldn’t support such big vehicles. 
Cllr NA said the PC was not averse to supporting change of use applications, but they tended to be smaller units/workshops rather than one big operation. An application of this nature was more suited to industrial sites rather than a village setting. 
Dr Morris had personally visited the site last summer posing as a potential customer and didn’t see any horses or stable blocks, just an enormous barn, a sawmill full of wood and machinery and said he believed that the idea that this was originally built to be a stud was a cover. 
Cllr NA asked why Mr Gaywood felt he didn’t need to apply for permission before putting the buildings up rather than put them up first and then ask afterwards. 
Mr Gaywood explained that they had full planning permission to operate as a stud and to say that this was a cover was incorrect. He had always had horses on the site. He dismissed accusations of using Covid as an excuse for not submitting an application as misguided. But he said invariably it had led to delays. Not only had there been a change of planning officer, but he had encountered delays with architects, getting reports from various parties because they had been operating on a reduced scale but also admitted there had been delays from his end too. He said he didn’t get planning permission before starting the timber business because he saw an opportunity in terms of diversification into timber because the stud business was failing. He had not expected the business to take off as it had. 
JH said if everyone started running businesses before applying for planning we would be living in a lawless country. In defence of the applicant, WH said he couldn’t understand the complaints about noise and considered the location easy to find from the main road. As for accusations of large STS vehicles being used in the village, he believed none to be bigger than his own van and trailer and said it was now a fact of life that there were more delivery vehicles on our roads.  
Mr Gaywood agreed with Cllr NA’s observation that the Stud accounts would suggest that it had never been a large business. 
Cllr TS proposed and it was seconded by Cllr GM that the PC strongly object to the retrospective nature of the application and to the change of use adding that in the unfortunate event that the application is approved, that the business is given very specific operating hours, is not able to develop further and that traffic from STS is forbidden from turning right into the village.
Finance
The form for the precept of £9,560 - agreed at the last meeting - was signed by chairman Cllr NA and the Clerk DR. 
There were 4 invoices for payment 
Clerk’s fees Oct-Dec £1,302.36
Clerk’s expenses Oct-Dec £99.98
Clerk’s tax £43
Councillors voted to support the payment of a £420 invoice for Churchyard maintenance.
Any Other Business 
GM asked if the PC had stopped paying towards newsletter printing costs. DR said they had paid a reduced contribution last year as most people received the newsletter online. She urged the WCA to submit an invoice for consideration by the PC. Mr Gaywood asked if the PC had ever received complaints about helicopters over the village. The PC confirmed that there had never been a formal complaint.
Chairman’s Comments
None 
The meeting closed at 19.45 pm


Signed………………………………..Dated………………
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