Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday February 9th at 7pm
Attendees	Councillors 		 		N Aitkens - NA
L Smith - LS
							T. Smith - TS
							G Merrett - GM 
		District Councillor 		S Pugh – SP
		Clerk 			  		D Rix – DR	 
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	Apologies for Absence
Cllrs Stanley Durrant, Andrea Walsh. Cllr Garry Corcoran absent.
Declarations of Interest
None
District Councillor’s Report
Cllr SP had circulated her report ahead of the meeting. Cllr NA raised the issue of BSE residents parking in car parks meant for shoppers. A Park & Ride for Bury would not work because there are 9 roads that converge on the town and no bus lanes. Cllr SP to report back. Cllr SP had called in the Suffolk Timber Supplies planning application which will go to delegation in March when a panel of 3 will decide whether it needs further scrutiny. Cllr SP asked about dog poo bins. No decision on these has been made. She urged DR to push Andrew Harvey for signage.
County Councillor’s Report 
No report
Public Forum
None
Planning Applications 
DR to report a strong objection in principle to the whole development of Suffolk Timber Supplies at Pattles Grove and its change of use from a stud to an industrial site. Councillors felt it was a misnomer to call the application a partial change of use as a stud could not operate with just 3 horse boxes Councillors felt the retrospective nature of the application (two years after trading started) set a terrible precedent for the whole village. Sawmill noise and increased traffic in the village were also concerns. All in all they felt an industrial development of this nature would be better suited to an industrial estate.   
DC/22/0073/HH – Hardwicke House, Rede Road Councillors voted to support the application for an orangery.
Minutes of the Meetings held on December 9th and January 26th
It was proposed by Cllr. GM and seconded by Cllr. TS that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the meetings
Regarding the danger of crossing the B1066 at the bottom of Fern Hill, Cllr NA said he would speak to Andrew Maddever about drainage and consider whether the footpath steps needed moving. 
Clerk’s Report 
Cllr NA asked DR to include wifi at the community centre on the next agenda. He would contact the council’s tree person about speaking at our APM. Four people had so far come forward to help with the litter pick on March 6th. DR to ask everyone to bring their own hi-viz jackets and gloves as the council had very few. She would organise refreshments. Cllr NA asked if in future years the litter pick could be held on a day when there wasn’t an 11am church service. 
DR apologised but she needed to change of the March meeting from the 23rd to the 16th and the APM from May 27th to May 13th. 
Cllr AW said she would look into the Quiet Lanes initiative as there had been complaints about speeding lorries on both Old School Road and Tuffields Road. 
Finance 
Councillors voted to support the WCA’s request to fund the £63.09 it now cost to produce the newsletter. Cllr NA suggested discussing a request to buy 100 commemorative mugs (£2.65 minimum) at the March meeting.  Cllr LS proposed and it was seconded by Cllr TS that the bank reconciliations for December and January were correct and that the cheque be signed. 
Bank balance to end December 2021

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£5,520.66

	Savings account
	£10,457.65

	Total
	£15,978.31

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£15,978.31


Bank balance to end January 2022

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£4,118.32

	Savings account
	£10,457.74

	Total
	£14,576.06

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£14,576.06



Community Centre Roofing Update
Funding now stands at £67,373. The WCA had received a grant from the Bernard Sunley Foundation for £5,000 and applied for £10,000 from the Garfield Weston Foundation. Villagers had so far contributed £4,676. They were also applying to the Mick George Community Fund for £23,500. The WCA hopes to raise £100,000 as costs are constantly rising. 
Emergency Planning 
Cllr NA asked DR to forward the email from Craig King (East of England Ambulance) about the purchase of lifting aids. DR to create CEP boxes for the Community Centre (Welfare Centre) and Chapel (Administrative Centre) in the event of an emergency.
She had circulated a new Emergency Plan document, but had not yet shared it with the District Council.  
Queen’s Green Canopy
Steve Nutt was unable to make the meeting. DR had sent him an updated list of free tree suppliers and details of the British Legion’s plaque offer. Cllr GM said the WCA were planning lighting the beacon with drinks and nibbles on Thurs June 2nd and a street-style party on June 5th with children’s games, refreshments for sharing and the planting of a commemorative tree. DR to forward to Sue and Di the food list she had when preparing for Charlotte Duck’s funeral. 

Footpaths and Highway
[bookmark: _GoBack]DR to contact Rhonda Key to accept her offer of prisoners repairing road signs as part of their community service. It was noted that the OSR sign that had gone missing had been replaced. 
Neighbourhood Watch Report
Cllr LS gave DR the contact details for our community engagement officer Cheryl Claydon (01284 774488) who says she often attends our coffee mornings.
SALC Report
None
Correspondence
None 
Chairman’s Comments
None
Resolution to exclude the Public from the Meeting 
Due to the confidential nature of the agenda item to be discussed it was proposed that under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 that the meeting move into private session. Land in Whepstead
Any Other Business 
Cllrs TS and LS tendered their resignation from the parish council as they were moving to Wickhambrook at the end of February. All agreed they would be much missed. Cllr NA thanked them for all that they had done. DR to let the District Council know and advertise the vacancy. 

The meeting closed at 20.00 pm


Signed………………………………..Dated………………

	
	




