Approved Minutes of the Meeting
of Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday May 4th 2022 at 7pm

Attendees:	Councillors 		 		N Aitkens - NA
							G Merrett – GM
							G Corcoran – GC
							A Maddever - AM
		County Councillor			K Soons – KS
		Member of the Public 		K Richmond - KR
Clerk 			  		D Rix – DR	
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	Election of Chairman
It was proposed by Cllr. AM and seconded by Cllr. GC that Cllr. NA be reinstated as Chairman. 
Declaration of Acceptance of Office by Chairman 
Cllr. NA thanked councillors for their support, accepted and signed a declaration of Acceptance of Office form. 
Co-Option of Kerry Richmond
Cllr. NA moved the meeting to public session. 
Public Forum 
KR introduced herself. She had lived in the village for over 8 years and was vice chair of the governors at River Walk School which her disabled son attends. She confirmed her eligibility to serve and was unanimously voted onto the PC. She signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office form and joined the PC. DR to inform Democratic Services. She provided both Cllrs. KR and AM with new councillor folders containing standing orders, financial regulations, training and meeting dates etc. and would update the village noticeboard and website with their details. 
Appointment of Vice Chairman
Having accepted the role at the April meeting, it was proposed by Cllr. GC and seconded by Cllr. AM that Cllr. Walsh be reinstated in her absence. 
Appointment of SALC representative 
Cllr. GC said he was happy to continue in the role. 
Appointment of Rights of Way representative 
Cllr. GM said he would be happy to take on the role. 
Appointment of WCA representative 
Cllr. KR agreed to take over the role from Cllr. GM
Appointment of Neighbourhood Watch representative
It was agreed that the village WhatsApp group works well as a medium to share information. DR to add the WhatsApp group to the APM agenda to ask villagers if this could be improved. DR to add Cllr. KR as another administrator. 
Declarations of Interest
None
Apologies for absence 
Cllrs. Durrant, Walsh and Pugh
District Councillor’s Report
Cllr. SP had circulated her report ahead of the meeting. In it, she urged those who are eligible for the £150 council tax rebate but who do not pay by direct debit to apply for the rebate. She hoped to be able to set up a meeting in June for Brockley and Whepstead residents with Cllr. David Roach, to talk about proposals for the draft Local Plan. 
County Councillor’s Report
Cllr. KS’s report had been circulated ahead of the meeting. Cllr. NA mentioned the lack of white lines on the B1066 which made driving dangerous, particularly on Fern Hill. Cllr KS said evidence supports the view that drivers tend to go faster when there are white lines. Regarding poor visibility at the bottom of Fern Hill, Cllr NA suggested councillors meet to discuss what more can be done. DR to resend Cllr. KS meeting dates.
Planning Applications
DC/22/0545/HH – Larkhill, Rede Road
Councillors agreed that they had no objection to the application for single storey side and rear extensions, the conversion of the existing garage into habitable space, the building of a two bay cartlodge with home office space above, a 1.5 storey link extension, cladding to external walls with window/door upgrades and an open porch to the side elevation. DR said that, despite the planning officer being minded to approve the Suffolk Timber Supplies application, a delegation panel on April 19th decided, that given local objections, it would be given wider debate by the Development Control Committee on June 1st, when members of the public and the PC could speak. DR to find out who coordinates speakers.
Minutes of the Meetings held on April 7th  
It was proposed by Cllr. GC and seconded by Cllr. GM that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the April meeting
None  
Clerk’s Report 
DR was still waiting to hear back from Jon Eaton about providing Locality Budget funding for our platinum jubilee celebrations. Councillors agreed to fund a poo bin outside the chapel on Rectory Road, but DR to find out first whether the chapel would mind its contents being emptied into their black bin. Thelma Quince had kindly taken over responsibility for Ukrainian refugee rehousing in the village. The WCA had ordered 60 commemorative mugs @£3.80 each for the 55 children of the village. DR had forwarded home cricket match dates to the grass cutters. She would submit the updated Emergency Plan to Vince Williams, Suffolk’s Emergency Planning Officer, and confirmed that the Emergency box (containing hi-viz jackets, wind up radio, torches and maps etc.) was in the committee room of the community centre. DR had forwarded Cllr GM’s request for the village sign to be upgraded to Steve Nutt, who confirmed he would deal with it. Having circulated them before the meeting, DR urged councillors to adopt the latest model standing orders and councillor code of conduct. It was proposed by Cllr. GC and seconded by Cllr. AM that they both be adopted. Delayed by Covid in March, DR and Cllr. NA would carry out a risk assessment of village assets.
Finance 
There were 2 invoices for payment.
Vertas – grass cutting £546.05
Dash (UK) Ltd – 60 commemorative mugs £273.60 
The clerk had circulated the annual accounts and end of year bank reconciliation before the meeting. Cllr. NA read out Section One of the Annual Governance Statement. After councillors had approved that internal controls had been followed he and the clerk signed it. Cllr. GM proposed and it was seconded by Cllr. GC that Section Two, the Accounting Statements for 2021/22 were correct and the cheques be signed. This was then signed by Cllr. NA and the clerk who would forward the accounts to Ian Lambert for internal auditing. Cllrs AM, GC and KR completed a form to become signatories on the PC bank account. 
Bank balance to end March 2022

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£4,592.23

	Savings account
	£10,457.91

	Total
	£14,050.14

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£14,050.14



Queen’s Platinum Celebrations
DR to let Mark Brennan, the torch bearer coordinator, know that a group villager photo could be taken by the village sign on May 17th when Cllr. NA carries the torch from Mickley Green to Chedburgh Road.
APM Arrangements May 13th
DR to provide glasses, drinks, nibbles etc. and to ask village group reps for their annual reports. We have no speaker but DR to ask Steve Nutt to talk about the village’s tree planting plans.  Cllr. AM may not be able to make the meeting.
Footpaths and Highways
Footpath officer, James Pickerin, said that diverting the footpath at the bottom of Fern Hill slightly was a complicated legal issue and could cost in excess of £5,000. He suggested contacting highways about road safety options. Councillors to meet there to discuss first. 
Whepstead Community Association Report  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cllr. GM said that the meeting to discuss the erection of a mast at the community centre had been cancelled. The planned auction might still go ahead but online and organised by Guy Schooling through Sworders. DR had confirmed with Sue Perkins that, unfortunately, the PC was unable to reclaim VAT on their behalf. 
Correspondence
None
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr NA reiterated that it was important to get wi-fi into the community centre asap.
Resolution to exclude the Public from the Meeting 
Due to the confidential nature of the agenda item to be discussed it was proposed that under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 that the meeting move into private session. Land in Whepstead
Minuted confidentially
Any Other Business 
None

The meeting closed at 8.30pm



Signed………………………………..Dated………………






