WHEPSTEAD SCHOOL LOGS FROM 1875
Introduction
The school log books for Whepstead primary School are to be found in the Records Office in bury St Edmunds. This is an abbreviated account of the years from the opening of the school in 1875 until the death of Queen Victoria in 1901. I have concentrated on the most interesting events and the names of pupils and teachers. Notes in italics are direct quotations.Kala Nobbs. 2017.

1875
The school opened on Jan 11 1875, 170 children on roll, average attendance in the first week was 113..Anne Winter Head Teacher (HT)  Caroline Winter and Clara Hall pupil teachers (PT). 

Feb  several of the children absent with severe chilled feet.

June 11 attendance low due to boys being required for farm work. 

July 8 1875 after several very wet days the school had to be closed due to the inclement weather as the children could not have possibly left home. This continued throughout the month, school closed again for a day in third week of July. Term ended August 13 for six weeks. 

Nov 12 severe floods, only a quarter of the children attended, school closed half a day as those who were there were so wet. 

Dec 3 deep snow, only 37 children attended and many of them caught cold by sitting with damp feet. School closed. 
Dec 10 closed all week due to severe weather.the roads were such that the children could not come. Reopened Dec 17. Attendance small, children had to be sent for and compelled to come.
Dec 23 attendance still low, want of boots in most cases is given as the reason for absence.
 Pupils had only two days off for Christmas. 

1876
Jan severe snow. Attendance not at all good, the girls are wanted to attend to the house while the mother is at work, the boys are engaged in agricultural work. By laws are in no case enforced. 
February- very few children in school.
Mid March more snow.
April 28 school had a holiday to celebrate the wedding of Miss Bevan  daughter of a member of the school board. 
Early June- several boys are at work, girls stay at home while mothers work in the fields.
June 16 very wet. Children cannot attend due to this being such a straggling parish that notwithstanding the school being in the centre the majority of the children's homes are more than a mile and a half removed from them. June 23 school closed,  great rain. Only one or two children made an appearance. July 7 boys are hay making. July 21 general holiday for a great gala in Bury.

July the children generally do the letter writing for  their parents and as a rule begin in the following style ' this comes hoping it will find you quite well as it leaves me at present, thank god for it'

Aug 4 very heavy. Rain low numbers. 

Sept 15 measles and work means only 84 present for the start of term. On Sept 29 Head Teacher Annie Winter resigns.
Oct 13 scarlet fever has broken out and greatly reduced numbers.
Oct 20 the parents object to home lessons and are opposed to the teaching of geography, grammar and poetry under a mistaken idea that such instructions will unfit children for their future occupation. It is a pity that they cannot be convinced to the contrary for the children would work better if influenced by their parents. 
Nov 3 there is still a warfare about home lessons. Assignments,entreaties and demands seem all useless, the parents are strongly opposed to the system. 
Dec 21 Annie Winter signs off: my services to this school ended today for ever.
1877
New head is Eliza Packham. Clara Hall pupil teacher and Louisa Packham candidate for role of pupil teacher. 
Jan very wet , roads very bad. Children working better on slates than on paper. Feb and March the same. -children missing a lot of  education, 
In June, the school board make an effort to compel parents to send their children to school and numbers increase.119 attending on average. The parents were actually taken to court. Broke up for harvest holidays 10 August.
Sept 28 owing to the continuous rains the harvest is not yet over and as the children are wanted in the fields the attendance for the week has been very poor. Only 71 at school. The missing pupils did not return until Oct 12. 
Oct 19 some parents still opposed to home lessons and encourage the children in not doing them.
Nov 23 continued cold and wet weather,  children absent either due to illness or want of good boots.
Dec 7 school closed as so wet and rough it is quite impossible for the children to attend. Some of the bigger boys are wanted in the Fields now and not withstanding all the endeavours of the board to make them attend regularly they are frequently kept away by the farmer.
1878
March 22 the bright weather has caused many of the infants to return to school during the last fortnight. Many of them had forgotten all that they had learned having been absent all the winter.
But the next week there was heavy snow! 
June Eliza Packham the head teacher says she has resigned and will leave at Christmas.
July 19 it seems almost impossible to get a good attendance at this time of year, one kind of field work following upon another and this means many of the children are kept away week after week.
Sept 27 school reopens after a seven week holiday. I find the children after so long a holiday very wild and rough and taking very little interest in their lessons. 
Dec 2 Eliza Peckham leaves
1879
New mistress Lilian Byles. Clara Hall is still pupil teacher 4th year and Jessie Byles ( sister of head) 3rd year. 
Jan 24 teacher revived a certificate from local doctor that the Smiths were in a fit state of health to attend school next week. 
In May the new head resigned and the board waived three months of her notice period.
June 20 -outbreak of measles which spread rapidly through the village. Inspectors report is critical -very weak In all subjects. The Inspector threatens to reduce the grant to the school unless there are improvements. 
Oct 13  new mistress Eliza Lilley took charge and says she never found one in such a disgraceful condition. The school has been like a bear garden.the children do not mind any of their teachers but move about and  laugh and sing and the whole day has been such a misery to myself as I never imagined I could have had in any school. 
Oct 14 I have had to cane frequently to enforce obedience. 
Oct 15 Miss Pryer Has scarcely any control over the children. She lacks energy and knowledge.
Oct 22 about 40 children have been stealing fruit from Mr Goodchilds orchard.
Oct 24 last Friday evening someone tried to get into the school house but were not successful. Mr Steele has since ascertain it was two drunken men who certainly showed method in their drunkeness by trying the windows and doors and staying about an hour and a half and moving in so quiet a manner that had I not been perfectly quiet I would not have heard them. She says that three days later at 1.20 am someone tried to open her front door. She called out of the upstairs window and saw a man leave. She says her nerves are shaky and she does not feel well. 
Nov Clara Hall qualified but no job for her. Miss Pryer not accepted as pupil teacher by the board.
Nov 5 Mrs Bevan came into school and told one boy, Willy Goldsmith, that he was not paying attention.
Nov 7 Miss Pryer left. Charlotte Denny and Maria Steadman came on trial as pupil teachers.
In Dec she dictated 13 words such as cold, road, pinafore. 14 children spelt very word wrong! 
Names of pupils mentioned : Boyden, W Boreham. W. Gallant. 
Dec 5 low numbers due to chilblains and bad boots. 
Dec 12 Emma Rolfe gone to service although under age. Charlotte Denny left. 
Dec 15 Mrs Smith called to say she could not send Isabella regularly as she had to attend to a dying woman.
16 Alfred Pawley was pushed Against a desk during dinner time by S Greenwood and his leg was much hurt. Still very painful next day. 
1880
Jan 1 Phoebe Hurrell monitor left she was very idle and not to be trusted in the infant room .
Jan 2 Ellen Hurrell has gone to an aunt in Yorkshire. Mary Ann Wells and Robert Bixby have also left the village. 
Jan 19 Kate Smith sick, bitterly cold morning. 
Jan 26 G. Goldsmith said his father would not allow him to bring back the slates lent him and his sister for home work also arithmetic card. She sent the child back for them the next two days with no luck so she sent the pupil teacher who got them from the father. 
Feb 27 Maria Steadman left as PT, mistress thinks the five year training is too long. Gertrude Richards came instead.
Mrs Bevan frequently visits to checkup on things. 
March 8 Walter Boreham left the village. Caroline Hardy admitted. 
March 19 A. Short and G Goldsmith at work the former for his father the later for a man named Gage in the next parish.
April 14 Ernest Farrow cut his reading book with a knife. His mother was asked to pay a shilling to replace it. 
May 14 Clara Hall had to leave as her apprenticeship had expired. Average attendance 118. 
May 17 John Greenwood left as over age. 
May 24 Gertrude Richards not accepted as candidate not  being 14. Arthur Sparke and Henry Wells went to work having passed standard 4. Victoria Hurrell left but was reengaged at 2 shillings a week as no PTs. Annie Mousk, Kate Church and S. Woodard also re engaged. Kate Flack monitor. 
May 27 notes attendance generally low on a Wednesday as parents go to Bury. (Market day).
May 31 Henry Rolfe, Shirley Hurrell and Edward Garwood played truant. Henry was given four stripes of the cane on his hand but the mistress thought that this was insufficient for the offence.
June 2 Frank Grimwood at work for Mr Goodchild, a member of the school board. The 3 who played truant did so again with Horace and Fred Bumpstead, James Byatt and Tom Rolfe ( 4 stripes).Charley Mizen’s cap taken out of porch. ( was later returned to his father by a lad who had found it)
June 3 Tom Byatt’s cap taken. ( he found it a week later in the shrubs at the front of the school)
June 28  Fred. Smith, Alice Byatt and Lewis Rutter sick. Rules in school state fees are to be paid every Monday morning but having once been instructed to admit a child without payment the head teacher  now notes that several children come without any money.
June 29 five boys absent working for Mr Goodchild vice chairman of the board. Shirley Hurrell, Frank Grimwood. David Hardy, Horace Bumpstead. Henry Rolfe. It is impossible to get children to school when a member of the board illegally employs boys. Joe Woolard at work. 
July 9 Mrs Hurrell took her girl from school when she was kept in to do sums she says that she will not send her children regularly in summer. 
The inspectors report noted the new teacher had made great improvements. discipline now good. 
July 9 Victoria Hurrell is not the least use in keeping order. The noise in her class is very great. 
July 13 received note from Mrs Bugg to say that she has punished her boy for playing truant and wished me not to do so but if he did so again she would let me punish him too. 
July 16 wrote a note to Mr Goodchild about Shirley Hurrell who was working for him. Mr Hurrell, came last night and said he. Could not pay a penny for the day so I told him to send the boy without the penny which he did. 
July 19 a girl came with the three Buggs and said that they had been sent (to school) all last week and I told her I should punish them. I gave them all the cane as they are incorrigible.
July 20 the man Bugg came about 8.45pm  to complain about his children being caned. He said the teacher had marked the children. The head teacher says this may have been because some children are bruised by a slight pressure of flesh. The boy was not punished as nearly as severely as he  ought to have been. She notes that Annie Bugg is marked on the arm. 
July 21 Lizzie Gallant went home to have her hair combed as there were great insects on her face and in her hair. 
22 Teacher again  saw an insect on Gallants head and one she brushed off, sent her from room.
23 Mrs Gallant sent note wanting to know why her child was sent from school she was told it was because the child's head was not clean as lice were again on her head. She was sent home again  as one fell on the floor! The Buggs played truant again. Kept in at dinner time. John Bugg was late and went into Mrs Bassons garden and stole some flowers and made off.
30 E Gallant sent home again to have her head cleaned. Boy Bugg played truant again. 
Aug 5 Rose Pearson had her head hit by someone slamming the door in her face. Eliza Flower was blamed and she said it was her teacher. The teacher denied it and was backed up by another child. Eliz Flower said to have told a lie to save herself. 
Aug 10 Mr Goodchild asks permission to take five boys out of school to help on farm. Refused.
Tom Rolfe working for Mr Tricker and Willie Carter for Mr Halls. 
Aug 13 harvest started. Joe Woollard working for Mr Birch. 
Aug 18 break up , head mistress leaves. Gertrude Richards, Victoria Hurrell and Kate Smith left. 

1880
Sept 27 new head George Phillips from Poplar.his wife Emma. Certified asst. 108 children attend. He examines the children and finds the results anything but satisfactory.
Oct 15 John Bugg truant. Mr Goldsmith refused to send the DoB of his child despite request and letters.
Oct 18 Victoria Hurrell admitted as candidate for pupil teacher.
Oct 21 snow kept children away.
Oct 29 Susannah Woollard one of the monitors left as needed at home.
Nov 5 Ernest, Maude and Alice Farrow readmitted after an absence of many weeks.
Nov 12 several children have this week attended irregularly being kept from school to collect acorns, several also kept at home for want of shoes.
School hours are adjusted in mid winter so that children can get home in day light. Regular visits from Rev Steele and wife, and the Bevans . 
Nov 26 noted that the Board had recently decided that Mr Pearson and Mr Smith be summoned for not sending their child regularly to school. Judging from the increased numbers this seems to have had a good effect.
1881
Jan 21 snow 3 or 4 ft deep affects attendance. School closed.
Jan 28 low numbers due to chilled feet.
Feb. monitor Annie Musk is sick.
11th Ellen Hurrell prevented from attending school , her brothers suffering from measles.(Herbert was one brother). 
March 25 five Pryer children leave the neighbourhood 
April 29 Audrey Last met with an accident straining her ankle, sent home at 4pm.
June 3 Edward Byatt illegally employed by a farmer in Horringer.the board later determined that if he did not return by a set date both parent and employer would be summoned. Child returned to school.
June 24 the school started a savings bank, 20 children joined, 6 shillings invested.
July: Inspector pleased with improvement but noted areas of weakness
Sept 26 school reopened, only 74 present due to scarlet fever.
Sept 30 notes that for Susan Byatt the fever has terminated fatally. 
Oct 7 the number of children suffering from sores on the face seems to be increasing. 
Nov: the fever continues.those who are better are still not allowed to return.
Nov 14 Headteacher’s wife Emma Phillips has been taken seriously ill and obliged to leave school.
Nov 25 nine children who had been suffering from fever allowed to return. Stirley Hurrell allowed to attend half time.
Dec 2 Annie Musk ill. 
Dec 16 Mrs Phillips partly returned to work.


1882
Jan 6 by the doctors orders Doris, Martha,Patience and Wiliam Smith are not to be allowed to attend school as they live close to a house ( Pearsons) in which fever is raging. 
Jan 20 2 Weeks ago the Doctor told the Byatts(4) that they might return to school when the house had been disinfected . The officer had not yet arrived for that purpose and the consequence is that the children cannot complete the required 250 attendances. Edward and Faith Byatt returned on Jan 27. 
Feb 3 Edith Goldsmith still away from school.(she returned the following week)
March 17 Fred and Lena Bumpstead and Fred and John? Farrow played truant. John Reynolds says he is going to leave as he is 13 and has been 250 times.
April 7 Edward Byatt allowed to leave as he is over age. Average attending 123.
April 28 severe weather. Victoria Hurrell to attend her pupil teacher exam tomorrow. ( she passed but was weak in history).
May 19 David Hardy, Margaret Carter and Hannah Pearson left as over age. 
May 26 Rhoda Boyden monitor leaves and is replaced by Julia Wells.
June 30 Annie Musk monitor left. 
July 7 George Spark has a trial as a monitor, answers fairly well. 
July 28 Ernest Bennett leaves and Fred Smith becomes a half timer. 
July 31 nearly all the boys in the standards above the second are absent today flax drawing. Harvest has also stated and many children away in consequence. 
School hols
Oct 20 low numbers due to glass pox and skin eruptions and want of shoes.
Oct 27 roads quite impassable due to dreadful weather. 
Nov 3 Charles Wright at work this week.
Nov 10, glass pox disappearing but whooping cough is approaching.(this continues during the month). 
Dec 8 heavy snow
1883
Feb whooping cough again increasing. 
March 9 heavy snow. School closed. 
April 13 Maud Farrow absent due to her fathers death by which occurrence I am afraid we shall lose five children from the school. (Alice and Maud Farrow left a week later ).George Spark  monitor, left having obtained a position in Sudbury. 
May 4 Kate, Alice and Wymondham Brame left, moving to Bury. 
July 6 children illegally at work hay making.
School inspection gives a grade of good. Victoria Hurrell passes her exams again at end of third year.
Aug 3 Mr Goodchild the vice chair of the board obtained leave to employ seven boys in his flax field. Four more did the same without permission, Fred Wells, Fred Bumpstead, Walt Reynolds and Jas Rolfe. 
Aug 10 many person keeping their children to work in the flax fields. 
Oct 26 Charles Wright has not attended since school reopened and his parent was summoned and fined two shillings. He returned the next week half time. James Pallant played truant. 
Nov 16 James Byatt had a severe epileptic fit and has been absent since. Attending the hospital. 
Nov 23 Ellen F Thompson left school and parish
Nov 30 the Pawseys returned to school with doctors permission having recovered from scarletina. Jas Byatt,Jacob Spark,Thomas Hurrell,and L. Bugg all ill.
Dec 14 new case of fever. Mrs Bevan wife of chairman of the board on her own authority advised the parents living on her estate not to send their children to school. Other parents have followed her lead.
1884 
Feb 11 Julia Wells monitor left, Matilda Farrow on trial as her replacement. 
Feb 22 Mr Phillips refers to standard three as containing a larger number of utterly dull children than any other standard in  the school. Charles Bass absent all week with ague. Says several children in the habit of part time attendance, the Board warn the parents who pay no attention. 
March 7 he names some of the part timers as Sam Fenton and Harry Mirzen. 
F Byatt, j. Bugg and H ? Deed were punished for swearing on the road.
March -21 Harry Mirzen has been sent by his parents to live in Bury to escape attendance at school. 
April 18 John Bugg has been illegally at work all this week.
May 23 Victoria  Hurrell pupil teacher left having obtained a situation as an Assistant in Bury.
June inspectors report is critical of the standards attained in the school. 
July 18 Charles Bass left the school as was 13. 
July 25 they finally decide to close the school when Bury gala is on and so many children attend this event. 
Aug 1 school closed Thursday pm due to a children's tea meeting in the parish. Harvest has started. 
Sept 22 Kate  Grimwood monitor left.
Oct 17 M. Farrow monitor left the parish only 114 now on roll. Rev Steele visited four times this week and Mrs Bevan once in advance of an religious instruction exam.

Oct 24 J.Bugg left. 
Nov 14 head expresses frustration that the board only caution those parents   whose children have poor attendance 
Dec 19 a lot of children off with bronchitis 
1885
Many absent, ill and no shoes.
Jan 16 closed all week due to bad weather. 
Jan average 84 improves in Feb after a warning letter to parents from the Board. 
March 13 a visitor staying in the parish is suffering from small pox and consequently the children coming from adjoining  houses are forbidden to attend school. The occupiers have now moved from these houses. 
March 20 Fred and Emma Wells and W Reynolds have returned to school. The small pox is still confined to the one house but two other persons have taken the complaint. Many persons are 
 fearful of the disease spreading and some refuse to allow their children  to attend. 
March 26 the fear of small pox is increasing and one case has ended fatally and this day we are without monitors, one is absent as she lives near the infected house and the other is forbidden by her parents to attend, 
Mid April children coming back to school. 
May: annual inspection and exams, those who pass standard 5 at once left school. Emma Orris employed as temp monitor.  John Carter, A Pawsey and Walter Reynolds become half timers having passed the fourth standard. Walter Reynolds is not at work but is being kept home by his mother. 
Inspectors report more positive.
July 3 hay making started, numbers low as children kept home to look after siblings, 
July 24 school closed due to bad weather. Bad weather continues for a week.
July 27 I have forbidden M.A.Rolfe, G Rolfe, An Rolfe, J Carter, E Carter and S Carter to attend school as there is a younger child suffering from measles in each of their respective households. 
Aug 14 school closed for annual treat, the Carters have returned to school but in the other case what was thought to be measles is scarletina. 
Oct 2 Emma Orris has left and Rose Perkins has taken her place as monitor. Mabel Goldsmith has left.
Oct 16 Isabelle Byatt leaves as over 13. 
Oct 23 Herbert Deed has been at work since harvest and still not returned. Rose Perkins is not very successful as monitor being young and new to the work.
Dec 22 a tea was given to the children by the Board. 
1886
Jan dreadfully severe weather all month roads are almost impassable, average 67. Amy Sparke has  succeeded Rose Perkins as monitor. 
Feb 12 P.Smith returned after a long absence.
19 E Smith left. 
March 5 more cold weather. One boy of 8 years has been at work picking stones.
12 Ethel Goldsmith has left the parish.
March, April , whooping cough. Thomas Byatt has left. Herbert Deed is still at work illegally.
April 9 L Bugg returned having been absent since last harvest. 
May number on register 113. Whooping cough still a problem. 
June. Inspectors report is complimentary of Mr and Mrs Phillips but notes the lack of a pupil teacher. Achievement generally satisfactory.
July 9 H.Woods was admitted who although 10 years  old has never before been to school and can only work with standard one. B Boyden monitor.
Aug 20 annual treat given by the Bevans at Plumpton.

Holidays from Aug 24 when harvest started until Oct 8.

Early Dec severe frost and snow. Measles outbreak. 
1887
Jan roads impassable with snow and ice
Feb 4  Mary Bass re admitted after 11weeks absence. 
Feb 18 Ellen Bass and Annie Matthews readmitted. 
March 4 the children have attended capitally during the week all being present except F Reynolds who is ill. Number on books 119.
March 11 Jane Pawsey in second standard has no idea of number and it seems hopeless to attempt to teach her.
April 1 closed due to unexpected fall of snow.
May inspectors report school in good order and general Progress satisfactory.judged to be good.
June 3 Mary Rolfe left as 13. 
June 24 school was closed for a day this week for jubilee day and on Friday for the agricultural show. Sydney Mansfield returned after 7 weeks sickness. 
Amy Sparke, monitor, leaves. Alice Weath ? appointed . Ena Byatt is also a monitor.but leaves at end of term.
July 29 James Pallant at work. 
Holidays Aug 5 to Sept 12

Ena.Smith appointed as monitor. 
Sept 16 Walter Pawsey admitted to standard one. This child, 6years and 9 months has never been to school before save for one week. He has been allowed to remain at home under a doctors certificate being a very delicate child and, it is feared in a decline.
Sept 30 Ena Smith makes an indifferent monitor and I greatly miss E Byatt.
Arthur Deed and F Curtis have left school the latter returning to London.
Oct 14 Annie Mirzen has left the school and the parish. Walter Beeton a delicate and very backward child who had not been to school at all u till he came to this parish should I think be kept in standard one  another year. 
Oct 28 Ernest Reynolds, left. Laura and Ned Hurst admitted.
Oct 31 over 20 children absent, the majority are brushing ( beating ) at Plumpton where Mr Bevan has a shooting party. (several of these absent the next day too).
Nov 25 admitted.

1888
Jan Clara Melton has left the parish.
Feb outbreak of mumps. 10th W.Pawsey and E.Carter absent due to this. 17th,  deep snow impossible for smaller children to attend. School closed for a week due to combination of mumps and snow. 
March 9 attendance still low. Amy Humphreys has left, gone to London.
May 29 P.Byatt illegally at work. 
June 11 inspectors report. Sound progress.,
June 18 following have become half timers, A.Reynolds, W.Orris, D.Weels,W.Pawsey, E.Howe. 
June 22 P.Byatt, George and Robert Stiff  and F.Matthews have become half timers.
July 6 Robert Bird has received permission of the board to leave school.
July 20 Bertha Boyden monitoress absent from school.
Aug 17 Laura Harry and Ned Hurst have left as moved to Brockley. Robert, George, John and Alfred Stiff have been absent all week suffering from fever. Clara Melton has left the parish. 
Aug 24 W. Smith has left school
Aug 31 broke up for 5 weeks harvest holiday.
Oct 12 low attendance, children gleaning etc. 
October 26 Bertha Boyden monitoress absent all week having in some way hurt her foot. Head decides to tell the Board that following have not returned after harvest hols, H.Rolfe, Robert Stiff, P.Byatt, C.Beeton.
Nov 2 Robert Stiff has returned other boys still absent at work. 
Nov 9 P.Byatt returns having been absent since harvest. Bertha Boyden still absent.
Nov 16 The half time children are still a source of trouble. P.Byatt and Robert Stiff have each attended only twice. 
Nov 23 Maud and Kate Wright absent this week, Kate having measles. 
Nov 30 Bertha Boyden returned after five weeks absence.
1889
Jan 11 Ada Grimwood has left the school and has gone to London. Low attendance due to colds, chilblains and want of shoes. 
Feb 1 Kate Bass has left the school. 
Feb 22 school closed all,week due to snow. Robert Stiff and C.Beeton have left school.
March 15 Geoffrey Rolfe who has been attending school during the winter months has again gone to work. 
May 27 number on register 117. Inspectors report, the school is in good order and there are good points about the instruction. Work of the younger children was very poor and the infants are decidedly backward. The inspector reduces the merit grant from good to fair. 
June 28 hay making now in full swing. 
July 26 Herbert Foreman has in some ways injured his foot and is absent. 
Aug 9 harvest has commenced in a few places but operations will not be general for some time. Harvest hols to commence on August 23. George and James Hardy have been absent , the former being at work and the latter having to carry his brothers and fathers meals to the harvest field.
Aug 21 harvest operations now general so start of hols brought forward to today. Five weeks. 
Oct 7 at a meeting of the school board the head master asked that Alice Weath should be engaged as a pupil teacher, this was refused by the board who decided that no pupil teacher should be engaged at any time. ( as she is later recorded as having taken PT exams it seems this decision was overturned at some point).
Oct 18 Annie Bradnam has left the  school her parents having removed to Hartest.
Oct 25 Mary Gooch has left the parish  and school.
Nov 22 M.Hardy in standard two cannot read at all and appears utterly unable to learn. He is over ten years of age and although he has been at school many years and a great amount of trouble has been taken with him , even now he does not know all his letters and this morning I sat nearly two hours telling and drawing for him the letters D and V. He has never passed any standard and I am afraid he never will. 
Nov 27 a heavv  downfall of snow has made the roads utterly impassable. School closed for the rest of the week.
1890
The year has commutes badly, only 77 children have been present at all the others being kept from school due to the severe weather. Bertha Boyden monitoress has left and the Board will not allow sufficient money to pay another.I must do what I can with two monitoresses. 
Feb 7 sickness is now thoroughly established in the parish . 
Feb 14 twenty one children absent through sickness inc Ena Smith monitoress. The high sickness rate continues to the end of the month and into March.by March 7 nearly half the children are absent.
March 29 Edgar and B. Hunt have left the parish. 
April 3 Florence Reynolds returned after seven weeks absence. The school starts to close on Easter Monday for the  first time. 
April 11 M.A.Pearson has been absent for the last two weeks stone picking. Josiah Musk on Good Friday morning was jumping across a ditch when he fell and broke his ankle. He has been removed to the hospital and in al probability will not be able to attend the exams although one of the best children in the standard. 
April 18 M.Pearson does not intend to come again to school.
June 13 inspectors report progress has been made in some respects throughout the year. spelling is very weak and needs serious attention. your attention is requested to Article 35 in the case of A. J. Weath. 
June 27 many children are kept away to help with hay making. 
July 11 the hay harvest keeps some of the elder children away. 
Aug 1 W.Howe returned to school after 8 weeks absence.
Aug 8 Philip Rolfe has been absent all this week "at work". 
Aug 19 broke up for harvest holidays, five weeks.

October 31 children absent gathering acorns etc. 
Nov 14 3 boys have left, removing to Sudbury. Timothy Byatt has been absent for three weeks due to whooping cough. 
Nov 27 heavy snow, the roads are almost impassable and it was found impossible to open the school this morning. School closed for the rest of the week. 
1891
Jan 16 closed again due to the weather as it is utterly impossible for the children who live at a distance to attend. 
Jan 30 William Cross has left the school to go to the Police Orphanage. 
Feb 13 Edward Marshall admitted, says he has been working at Lawshall at standard iv but I find upon trial that he can do no part of the arithmetic required and he now tells me that he has not attended much since the last exam. 
Feb 27 several children have left this week: W.Catlin infants gone to London, A.Fulcher removed to Lawshall. F and B Elsden gone to Kent. The last two have lost their father and are gone to some relatives though they may return in time for the inspection. 
March 6 Florence Reynolds has left being 13 years of age. J. Hardy has returned after 4 weeks absence due to congestion of lungs. 
March 13 snow
 May  21 Edward Marshall still sick and will be unable to attend the examinations. William Howe has returned after six weeks absence.
June 5 George Byatt is absent. His parents state their intention of sending him to work, he is not qualified by age to leave school and I have reports his absence to the Board. 
June 12 George Byatt is still absent. Inspectors report, fairly good progress. The tone and discipline is satisfactory. A J Weath has passed fairly. (Pupil teacher at end of first year)
June 19 George Byatt still absent without excuse.
June 26 the Board yesterday resolved to take legal proceedings to compel George Byatt to attend school.,Mary Holden has left school being 13 years of age.
Aug 14 several children have scarletina. 
Aug 17 a second case of scarlet fever has occurred in the house adjoining the school premises. The doctor in attendance has advised the closing of the school. 
The school was closed until Oct 5 th 





1891
Oct 5 Ena Smith monitoress has left.school fees are now abolished.
Oct 16 Ellen and Ada Smith have left school.
Oct 30 some of the little ones have been kept away, their parents stating that they do not intend to send them during the winter months.
Nov 6 Lily Cross standard vi who has been on trial as a monitoress does fairly.
Nov 13 terrible gales and floods make it impossible for the children living at a distance to attend.
1892
The school cannot reopen after Christmas as planned due to flu. Master mistress and all in the school house were down with the complaint and there were cases in nearly every cottage in the village. School restarted on Jan 18, two weeks late. 
Rev Steele still visiting several times a week.
Feb number on books 108
March 14 John Sturgeon examined the registers and found them correct.

April 1. The girls F.Grimwood, E.Rolfe and C.Banks still need coaching in this subject (arithmetic).
April 12 half the infants are off sick and amongst those in attendance the coughing is nearly incessant making work most difficult.
April 14 Rev Steele and Mr Bowyer visited on Monday.
April 28 Mr Steele has been unable to attend at the school the last three weeks having broken his collar bone.
June inspectors report some of the work is satisfactory but there are weak points which should be remedied. The discipline in the infants room might be improved. 
A.J.Weath (pupil teacher ) has passed fairly but should attend to needlework and history. 
July 21 the chapel children went on an excursion, only 80 present in afternoon. 
Aug 4 Mr Steele accompanied by Mrs Thornhill of Plumpton and Miss Thornhill visited. 
Aug 25 breaks up for harvest holidays. By the kindness of the Rector and Mr and Mrs Thornhill and members of the Board a treat will be given to the children next week and prizes given for regularity etc. The prospect had caused the children to attend well and average for the week being 98.2
Oct 7 reopened. 
Oct 14 Annie James has returned to her home in London. Beatrice Weath temporary monitoress has left and is succeeded by her sister Bertha Weath. 
Nov 4 Fred Coates has left the school and the parish.
Dec 2 the snow and frost has frightened away some of the younger children. The elder ones have attended well proving the good effect which the distribution of a few rewards has had.
1893
Jan 6 severe weather. Two boys in hospital one having injured his knee the other has taken off the top of his finger in a chaff cutter.
Feb 17 a lot of sickness, flu and whooping cough. 
March 3 Mrs Phillips assistant mistress absent having gone to London with a sick child.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  presumably one  of their own] 

March 9 the medical officer for the district closed the school due to the prevalence of influenza in the parish. Closed till March 20.
March 24 20 children are still absent. Five deaths have occurred in the week from bronchitis following influenza ( 1 adult and 4 children ) and parents are afraid to send their children out.
March 30 two more deaths have occurred in the parish.
April 14 Mrs Phillips absent from school having gone to London to see a child dangerously ill.
June inspectors report The class work is uneven some children appearing to take an interest in the work but many being very apathetic. A.J.Weath (PT third year ) has passed fairly. 
Sept 29 two more children J and W Copsey attacked by fever.
Oct 4 W.Copsey died this morning.
Oct 13 a parent called on me to say that her son ( who had been at home from work for a day or two ) had had a slight attack of scarlet fever; the doctor (Mr Hodges) had just seem him and directed that the other children should not attend school. An and Eliz Rolfe sent home accordingly. Rose Howe and Bessie Howe sent home from cause stated above. 
Oct 20 Bertie Weath whose sisters are employed at the school as PT and monitor respectively has been absent through illness since Wednesday last.
October 23 the cause of illness mentioned in last entry has declared itself to be scarlet fever. I have taken the pupil teacher into my house that she may continue her duties  and she will stay until it is safe to return home. Her sister (monitoress) will remain at home. 
Oct 25 the medical officer ordered the school to be closed. Reopened 27 Nov.
Nov 29 two children were noticed by the teacher to be peeling on the hands. Evidently they have had fever during the month the school has been closed. I knew that the elder child had been unwell and on Monday last before he entered the school I asked him if they had fever at his home, he replied that he and his sister had only had colds. I at once sent the children home and reported the facts to the medical officer.
Nov 30 Dr Kilner called on me. Last night to state that the children mentioned in last entry had certainly had scarlet fever and must not return to school until the house had been disinfected.the mother states that she did not know that her children had had fever. 
Dec 4 school closed for the third time. The head asked the medical officer if it was really necessary. He said that the Sanitary Authority were strong that this was the right cause to adopt owing to the Clarks having carried infection into the school. The school had to close for at least a week and be disinfected. 
Dec 11 school reopened. 
Dec 12 the medical officer examined all the children all were satisfactory regards health.
1894
Jan 3 the school has to close again due to fever. 
Jan 19 reopens, small attendance. The fever seems to have left the children in a delicate state of health. 
Feb 16 reports the school to be free from scarlet fever. 
Feb 23 a capital attendance throughout the week, only one absent.[footnoteRef:2] .  [2:  probably Eliza Smith who has rheumatic fever and who is still absent in late April] 

April 13 a boy on the infants class has cut his hand in a chaff machine and is unable to attend. 
Thomas Mule countersigns the log. 
June 1 five children of one family have been absent due to a case of diphtheria. The house is that in which the fever commenced last year. 
Inspectors report says that enlargement of the classroom seems necessary as the infants are overcrowded. 
July 6 Alice Weath has been absent from school this week having gone to Norwich to sit for the scholarship examination. [footnoteRef:3] [3:  record for Oct 5 says she passed first class] 

July 20 school treat in the Rectory meadow where they indulged in racing, swinging etc and later 
Returned to the school where tea was provided. Afterwards prizes were distributed for regular attendance and racing. 
Aug 1 we have made a bad beginning to the new quarter. Last week many fresh cases of measles occurred and other cases have broken out this week. Two of my own children are suffering from the complaint and Dr Kilner intimated that the school should be closed. .....Consequently those children who presented themselves at school this morning were told to return home,
School did not reopen until Oct 5.
Oct 19 reports building work in progress, on the 22nd the school broke up for a week as a portion of the roof was being removed. The HT later complains that they cannot work due to hammering on the roof.
Nov 9 some of the older boys absent 'brushing' at Plumton. 
Nov 16 tremendous rains caused a great Decline in attendance. Roads flooded.

1895
Jan 11 I am most sorry to state that from today we lose the services of Alice Weath who has served here as pupil teacher. She proceeds next week to Norwich training college and takes with her good wishes from. Managers, teachers and scholars.
Jan 18 Edith Weath has been appointed temporary monitoress.
March 1 Mrs Phillips has been absent from school the whole of the week through illness. March 8 she is still unable to attend school. She resumes on the 15 th.
March 8 A boy has crushed his finger in a machine, the finger has had to be amputated and the child remains in the hospital.
April 2 the log is signed by four members of the board, Steele, Bowyer, John Woods and James Fisher.
May 31 F.Ward taken on as additional monitor. The inspectors report is encouraging,
June 21 hay making is in full swing and this has caused some irregularity. G.Clark has been. granted leave of absence for a month.
June 28 J. Fitsimonds and M. Howe have left school to go to work. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Aug 15 broke up for harvest holidays. 
Sept 27 school reopened.
Oct 10 Dr Kilner called to say that the Bradfields were suffering from scarlet fever.these children ( three) have been absent from school for nearly three weeks,
Oct 25 more case of scarlet fever reported. Three days later the Sanitary Authority closes the school again. Reopens Nov 11. 
Dec 30 the Grimwoods have scarlet fever. This keeps three additional children away from school.
1896 
Jan 10 Herbert and May Howe absent through illness.The boy is suffering from the prevailing complaint and the girl is absent as a necessary consequence. 
Jan 17 in a poor parish such as this it is always difficult to keep the children regularly to school at this season, want of shoes, chilblains etc preventing their attendance. 
Yesterday received notice from Dr Kilner that the Howe's were suffering from scarlet fever.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  They returned Feb 28] 

Jan 24 one child who has been absent from school since the harvest returned this week.
Two more children named Webb have been absent for the past two weeks and are now stated to have fever. 
March 13 it has been difficult to work in school during the past week owing to all out incessant coughing.
March 20 Edith Mason has been allowed to attend half time. 
May 22 a half holiday was given due to the fete at Plumton. 
June 12 R.Hardy has been absent all week. 
Inspection report is quite critical and some of the grant is not given as the recognised staff was insufficient to satisfy the condition laid down in that article. (105 of the Code ). As well as George and Emma Phillips Edith Weath was pupil teacher. 
June 19 and 26 hay making causing absence of elder boys. The following are reported to the Board as irregular , T. Rosier, R.Cook, L.Pearson and W.Byatt. 
July 3 E. Weath's indenture as PT was duly executed Sat last. 
July 17 Mrs Kilner of Saxham accompanied by Mrs Petre visited the school.
July 24 George Phillips[footnoteRef:5] has been absent all this week having gone to London to compete for a scholarship at the Carpenters Company's school.  [5:  The Master’s son.] 

School broke up July 30 until Sept 7th. 
Sept 11 some children have been spending the holiday away from home and have not yet returned. Harvest is not yet finished and two boys have been at work. E.Rolfe has left. George Phillips has been successful in obtains a scholarship being played first in arithmetic and 5 th on the list of 80.
He is therefore entitled to 3 years free education at the Carpenters Company School.
Sept 14 Miss Weath formerly PT in this school and later student at Norwich has obtained a first class in the recent certificate examination being 2nd on the College list.
Oct 9 new gravel put on the playground.
Nov  6 number on register 105. 
Nov 27 several boys employed in brushing for the shoot at Plumton.
1897
Jan 8 Col. Booth of Hawstead visited this morning. 
Feb 5 a wave of influenza is passing through the school.
Feb 12 sickness keeps many children away from school and even among those in attendance coughing is almost incessant.
March 25 Mr Bowyer Vice Chairman of the Board visited the school. 
March 26 Annie Musk has been at work.
April 9 school closed for parish council election.
May 31 inspection report says the school has made good progress.
June 25 Holidays given on account of the Jubilee celebrations.
July 2
Hay making is now in full swing and cause some irregularities the children being required to carry food etc to their parents employed in the fields.
July 23 Florence Ward who has been working as a temporary monitoress has left the school. 
Aug 12 broke up for harvest holidays, resumed Sept 20.
Oct 4 The combined attractions of a sale in the village and the visit of a circus in Bury have proved irresistible to some of the children.
Oct 15 At this time In the year ( Michaelmass ) several persons are changing situations and habitations  and this has caused some irregularity. 
Nov 13  Six boys brushing at Plumton.
1898
Jan 7 The New Year has not opened well. There is a reoccurrence of influenza . Some are very seriously ill and Charles Bradfield a boy in standard 1 has died since Christmas. 
Feb 11 Agnes Hardy has now been absent 5 weeks and is still very ill. Ada Bradfield has not attended since Christmas. Agnes Mansfield has been absent two weeks. William Cawston has left. 
March 4 Kate Mansfield who has been absent through sickness for the past four weeks has returned. Janet Rolfe has left. 
March 11 another of the sick children, E.Hardy has returned to school after more than three weeks absence. 
March 25 a holiday was given on Tuesday afternoon when the Hunt races took place. The heavy fall of snow last night has blocked the roads and the school is closed today.
April 8 Claude and Angelina Sadler have left the school and parish. 
May 27 Edith K Weath  passed her second year fairly. Her sister Bertha is a monitoress. 
June 13 school closed due to a tremendous downpour of rain which flooded the roads and no children presented themselves at school. 
June 21 a schedule for labour candidates received this morning, such candidates to attend at Horringer school on July 5th.
June 23 on the invitation of Rev L Mercer the teachers went to a Sunday School teachers gathering at Hawstead. This school was closed in consequence. 
June 24 Mr Steele informs me that Mrs Steele wishes to send the Sunday School Scholars to Felixstowe on Friday next. This will entail another holiday.
July 4 about 40 children went to Felixstowe. Received a note from HW Claughton esq  stating that he would be unable to examine labour candidates at Horringer next Tuesday. 
July 29 H.Howe, Annie Rosier, Maud Hurrell and Rose Howe were examined for labour certificates and have left school. Clement Boreham who was also examined now attends half time. 
Aug 5 Clement Boreham who should attend half time has been at work for his father all week. 
Aug 12 Ernest Fisher has cut his knee with a hook and under a doctors care. Clement Boreham is still at work. Helen and Cecilia Deeds have left the parish to dwell in London. 
Aug 15 broke up for harvest.
Sept 26 reopened . 
Oct 21 during the dinner time today some of the younger boys were in a meadow climbing an old tree. Albert Howe standard 1 either jumped or fell to the ground and in doing so hurt his ankle severely. 
Nov 4 shooting parties have been frequent of late and several boys have been absent from school brushing. Edward Hardy has left school.
Nov 16 CWS Hudson visited the school. 
Nov 22 Harry Phillips[footnoteRef:6] a scholar attending this school,m has obtained a junior scholarship offered by the West Suffolk County Council. Value £15 per annum and tenable for 3 years upon satisfactory reports of progress. Arrangements have been made for admittance to the East Anglian school at Bury St Edmunds.  [6:  Matser’s son] 

1899
Feb 10 Beatrice Musk who has attended for two weeks has again  left the parish. 
Feb 21 results of candidates for labour certificates; W.Bumpstead failed in writing.A. Pearson and A. Bradfield failed in arithmetic. 
Feb 24 J.Ford still absent. 
March 10 Labour is becoming very scarce in the village and the elder boys are in demand. James Boreham and Will Bumpstead have been employed by Mr Mansfield. 
March 15 labour is needed in the parish and there is in the school a number of children who are over 13 and exempt from school attendance. These children are now attending badly both boys and girls and others are following the example. Notices issued to Bumpstead, Mason, Boreham and Mansfield. 
March 24 Christopher Flack is leaving the school and the parish.
April 24 the medical office directs the school to be closed for a week due to flu. 
May 16 Ada Bradfield has left. 
Inspectors report is positive.
June 7 Herbert Last a boy recently admitted from Barrow truanted all day. 
June 16 Frank Cook has left the school. 
Aug 10 broke up until Sept 18 
Oct 2 Daisy Morris (infant) who was present at school only Tuesday last died on Saturday from croup. The little girl was a favourite among the children and was an only child at home.
Oct 13 four children , 3 Copleys and W.Cook are visiting relatives at a distance. 
Oct 23 Rev Steele visited with Rev Rigsby. 
Nov 14 Mrs Kilner from  Saxham and her sister Mrs Bishop of Bletchlingby visited the school.
Dec 5 Eliza Farrow from Lawshall has been admitted. She is 9 1/2 years of age and I should think has never been to school does not know even the letters of the alphabet. 
1900
Jan 5 influenza is very prevalent, two deaths (adult) have occurred this week. 
Jan 12 John Ford standard iv was jumping on Tuesday last week when he sprained his ankle. I had to send him home in a conveyance after school was over and he has not been able to attend since.
Jan 19 Victor Kerridge an infant was at school on Thursday last and died on Tuesday of asthma following influenza.
Jan 26 Agnes Mansfield is suffering from pleurisy and is seriously ill.
Feb 2 John Ford returned this week. Kate Mansfield has been ill this week as well as her sister. 
Ivan Mears absent through scalded ankle.,
Feb 9 Lily Boreham returned to school after 23 weeks absence (whooping cough). 
Feb 16 this morning owing to the great storm yesterday the roads are impassable. The snow in places is in drifts 4 ft deep. Only six children who live close by presented themselves. The school was closed for the day. 
Feb 28 Annie Cawston brought to me a purse containing a postal order for 2/6 and some papers which she found on Brockley Hill when coming to school. It was claimed during the day by Mrs Green. Agnes Mansfield who has been absent from school will not return. The doctor states that the pleurisy has left her heart so weak that she will not be able to stand the long walk.
March 9 I asked Mr Steele to send notice to Mr G Farrow that proceedings would be taken against him unless his daughter Eliza attended school more regularly. She has attended only four times in the last five weeks.
March 19 closed due to snow.
April 12 Rosina Musk a girl in standard 1 has been attending irregularly for some time and this week has been "truanting" . I have talked to her and brought her to Mr Steele who threatened to send the police after her if it occurred again. The girl has no mother and the father works at a distance.
May 17 Herbert Last is absent this afternoon stone picking, others have been absent for the same purpose, warnings sent to parents. 
June 6 K.Weath ( a late scholar at this school) has been successful in an examination for Telegraph Learners and has been notified to hold herself in readiness for appointment.  A Prewer has left having obtained a situation in London. 
June 8 Lily Rosier has been absent from school for 3 weeks she is 12 years of age and her parents wish her to leave school. She is working standard v but has not been examined for a labour certificate. Notice to attend has been sent. 
July 4 Ivan Mears has a doctors certificate .
Aug 15 school breaks up for harvest holiday. Children have games in the Rectory Meadow. Prizes will be given to those who attended most regularly. 
Sept 24 reopened. 
Oct 5 I reported to the Board on Sat last that L. Rosier was still absent. 
Oct 19 L.Rosier attended school. V.Bumpstead is absent and states that she has left school.
Oct 26 after some trouble Violet Bumpstead is again attending school. 
Oct 29 Herbert Goldsmith and H Last absent, the latter illegally working for a farmer at Lawshall. 
Nov 6 lists boys brushing at Plumton
A.Mears. R.Hardy Hy Mason, H.Hurrell, A.Bumpstead. [footnoteRef:7] [7:  They all came back to school on Nov 8th.] 

Nov 16 Lily Rosier has left having passed the standard for exemption. Roderick Hardy has become a half time scholar.
Nov 23 H.Goldsmith has left the school, going to live near Newmarket. 
Dec 7 Agnes Phillips[footnoteRef:8] was a competitor in the recent examination for scholarships awards by the  county council.  [8:  His daughter. She was successful and left at the end of the month to attend a secondary school in London] 

Dec 10 Edith Weath PT absent this week to attend the Queens scholarship examination in Norwich.,[footnoteRef:9]   [9:  She heard in March that she was successful and was placed in the First Class.] 

1901
Jan 18 Maud Cawston readmitted last week has again gone to Brockley. 











